
Stop Searching. Start Finding.

Financial Services

Trust America’s Premier Source of
Commercial Property Information to Close

More Deals and Invest with Confidence

Coverage

Transparency

Comparability



Close More Deals .
Mitigate Financial Risk .

Invest With Confidence .

■ Sublet activity

■ Tenant mix

■ Submarket trends

■ Building/portfolio performance 

■ Client’s track record 

■ New construction

■ Lease expirations

■ Competing properties

■ Verified sales transactions

■ And much, much more 

Welcome to CoStar...
the first name in commercial property understanding
trusted by financial service professionals. 

Any decision to buy, sell, hold, lease or finance a commercial building or portfolio carries risk. Helping reduce that risk with
researched, verified commercial property intelligence is why CoStar is the information gold standard for many of the world’s
leading investors, lenders, and investment managers.

Put CoStar’s best practice information to work for you. See how our unbiased, comprehensive
building-by-building research process goes beyond the uncertain sampling approaches of 
others to help mitigate risk and expand opportunity. 

CoStar’s suite of online services present unmatched insight into local, regional, and national
inventory, availabilities, and sales comparables. This unprecedented transparency helps com-
mercial property professionals critically weigh a host of decision factors, including:



Verified

 Benchmark properties against peer groups.

 Identify true buyers and sellers behind LLCs and partnerships.

 Optimize loan-to-value ratios with verified sales comps.

 Forecast confidently with more inventory, new construction, 
sublet, dealmaker, and demographics insight.

Whether your interests are
acquisition, disposition, 
origination, servicing, manage-
ment or underwriting, CoStar’s
suite of online information 
services provide the impartial,
independently-verified insight
you need to help make more 
profitable and timely decisions.
CoStar’s unique information
advantages include:

Census, Not Sampling

Some commercial property
information companies use a
handful of properties to form
generalized market results. This
methodology is known as sam-
pling. In our view, sampling is
insufficiently accurate to support
a substantial financial position.
CoStar’s comprehensive
approach strives to detail every
commercial building in the mar-
kets we cover. Result: Fact-
based insight, not conjecture.

Unbiased, Independently-
Researched Information

CoStar’s nearly 1,000-strong 
field and analytic research pro-
fessionals have no direct stake
in the outcome of any commer-
cial property transaction …  nor
does CoStar derive any commis-
sions from the leasing or sale of
commercial real estate. CoStar
commercial property informa-
tion is free of bias, providing
decision-support you can trust.

National Standards-
Based Uniformity

CoStar researchers adhere to
strict standards-based terminol-
ogy and measurement practices.
That rigor provides an asset
transparency that helps ensure a
property portfolio in Tampa may
be confidently compared against
peer groups in Minneapolis,
Dallas, San Diego or elsewhere.

Research, Innovation, 
and Commitment

CoStar invests approximately
$37 million annually in people,
research processes, and tech-
nology to ensure information
excellence. CoStar holds several
patents and maintains a large
staff of software developers
focused on providing even more
customer value through infor-
mation speed, depth, and
scope. 

CoStar At-A-Glance

■ Comprehensive detail on
more than two million commer-
cial properties across all types
and classes*

■ More than 37 billion SF of
inventory representing more than
five billion SF of available space

■ More than 700,000 for-sale
and for-lease listings nationwide

■ Detailed contact information
on approximately 750,000 com-
mercial real estate professionals

■ More than one million
researched, verified sales
records representing two trillion
dollars in asset valuation

■ Nearly four million digital
property images, including high-
resolution photographs, aerials,
360 degree panoramas, plat
maps, floor plans, and more

Commercial Real Estate Information

* This database is administered by nearly 1,000 research professionals that make more than 100,000 database changes each
day, supported by a fleet of research vehicles, proprietary software, and patented research technologies.



Investment Mana
Whether your clients include
pension funds, investment
banks, life insurance compa-
nies, CMBS/CDO investors,
REITs or other investors, you
need commercial property infor-
mation that is comprehensive,
researched, and trusted. 

Today CoStar is the nation’s
clearinghouse for researched
commercial property informa-
tion, offering advisors unprece-
dented access to building detail
across 200-plus MSAs. All com-
mercial property types. All
classes.

Beyond a massive commercial
property database continuously
updated by nearly 1,000
research professionals, CoStar
offers analytic and reporting
tools to:

■ Benchmark properties, port-
folios, and submarkets against
truly representative peers in the
market, region or nation

■ View verified buyer-seller
reports that present the true
story behind the transaction,
such as a non-arms length
transactions and 1031 exchanges

■ Generate “what if” scenarios
by using forecasting analytics
with parameters you set – down
to the building level 

■ Search for-sale opportunities
from America’s largest source of
researched national listings 

■ Identify off-market properties
by criteria you select – building
age, size, class, type, cap rate,
and more – from CoStar’s
researched database of more
than two million properties

■ Research vacancy levels,
absorption rates, rents, existing
inventory, deliveries, and other
decision points

■ Verify property valuations,
expedite appraisal reviews, and
analyze potential recovery val-
ues of under-performing assets

People depend on your judgment to make profitable buy, sell or hold
decisions. CoStar information helps support those positions with
information that’s field-generated, cross-checked, and unbiased 
for confident investment decisions.  



agers
Maps

CoStar maps go far beyond plotting a subject prop-
erty with rooftop precision. Thanks to overlay tech-
nology, a single mouse click can reveal sales status
for area properties. Or take a look at maps or aeri-
als that display cap rates, sales dates, price per
square foot and more. You can even drill deeper:
Scroll over an icon to trigger an informative pop-up.
CoStar makes it easy to visualize market activity. 

Peer Benchmarking

How does a subject property, portfolio or market
compare with a truly representative peer group?
CoStar simplifies accurate asset comparisons
across the county, state or country. For example,
this chart tracks Houston office vacancy perform-
ance with peers in San Francisco and Boston over a
three year period. CoStar’s independent, standards-
based research process means you can benchmark
with confidence. 

Email Alerts

You set the search criteria: Property type, size,
location, dollar value, and more. Let CoStar auto-
matically flag you when new properties are 
added to our inventory and listings database.
Email alerts give you a daily view of fast-moving
markets … and helps you stay ahead of the 
competition. 
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Investors
CoStar provides asset trans-
parency crucial to a major buy,
sell or hold decision. The fact is,
when you look to take a posi-
tion with an office, industrial,
retail, or other type of commer-
cial property, you’re really look-
ing at a multi-million dollar
small cap company. And with
that “company” goes all the
analytical rigor you would 
apply to any major investment
decision. 

That’s why CoStar goes far
beyond statistical samples with
richly-detailed building-by-
building information. Result:
More accurate forecasts. With
mouse-click responsiveness,
CoStar’s online service offers an
unmatched wealth of macro-
and micro-level research capa-
bility, helping you to:

■ Perform criteria-based for-
sale searches to identify con-
forming properties 

■ Receive email alerts when
new for-sale listings meet set
objectives

■ Identify the true names and
phone numbers of buyers and
sellers behind legal veils like
LLCs and partnerships

■ Verify property valuations,
expedite appraisal review, and
analyze potential recovery value
of under-performing assets

■ Aggregate building detail to
help determine true building or
portfolio value against a peer
group

■ Research vacancy levels,
absorption rates, rents, existing
inventory, deliveries, and other
decision points

■ Review forward-looking
assumptions regarding absorp-
tion, supply, and other “what if”
scenarios

■ View what’s available,
what’s leased, tenant rosters,
and when leases expire on a
floor-by-floor, building-by-
building basis 

■ How does your portfolio benchmark against peers? 
■ What’s the latest on sublets? Deliveries? Demographics?
■ What’s the asset’s recovery value?
■ What are the sales comparables?



Forecasting

CoStar analytics help you set the ground rules at
forecast time. For example, use your search results
to project vacancy rates from parameters you 
create. What does the year ahead look like for a
subject property or portfolio? The next three years?
Let CoStar’s forecasting tools provide the forward-
looking insight you need.

Trend Spotting

CoStar Trend Reports give you a view of compara-
ble sales over time based on property type, buyer
type, seller type, cap rate, average price per square
foot, and more. CoStar’s long history of sales
comps research gives you trend perspective of up to
17 years in some markets.

Quarterly Market Reports

View graphical summaries of recent sales, leasing
and construction activity for the markets and sub-
markets you’re investigating. Quarterly Market
Reports provide market-by-market profiles of office,
industrial, and retail property types, each present-
ing submarket detail complete with photos, charts,
graphs, and dealmaker information.
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Lenders
If you originate loans, you
require property information
that cuts to the heart of a 
fast-moving marketplace.

■ Who are the most active
dealmakers?

■ What’s the frequency of
transactions? Dollar amounts?

■ Who are the leading 
competitors? Who do they 
work with?

■ Where is the submarket
trending? Are sales 
comparables available?

Underwriters need verified,
standards-based information
to benchmark properties and
portfolios against a truly repre-
sentative peer group. What’s
the health of the building, port-
folio or submarket? What is the
asset’s competitive position?
What about sublets? Tenant
turnover? Rent trends?
Demographics? Deliveries?
Transaction history?

Loan service professionals
want the latest insight on ten-
ants to better anticipate
rollovers, downsizing or other
factors that may adversely
affect asset value. 

CoStar stands as the gold 
standard for assisting with a
wide variety of lender applica-
tions, including:

Origination

■ Identify the proper names
and phone numbers of buyers
and sellers behind legal veils
such as LLCs and partnerships

■ Prioritize first deed of trust
lenders by activity level and
refinancing opportunity

■ Generate trend reports that
determine geographic targets
by frequency of transactions

■ Pre-qualify borrowers by
transaction activity and dollar
amounts

■ Connect with top dealmak-
ers in the market from a data-
base of approximately 750,000
professional contacts

Underwriting

■ Benchmark subject property
or portfolio performance
against a true representation of
a competitive peer group

■ Investigate lease expira-
tions, rent rolls, sublets, and
other performance markers
building-by-building

■ Analyze vacancy levels,
absorption rates, cap rates,
rents, existing inventory, new
construction, and more at the 
submarket level

■ Cross-check valuations with
independently-verified sales
transaction reports

Servicing

■ Conduct ongoing property
surveillance of lease expirations,
vacancies, sublets, and more

■ Ascertain recovery value for
non-performing assets

■ React faster to changing
market conditions, including
rental rate, sublets, and more

Origination. Underwriting. Servicing. 
Your organization depends on property-level information that’s researched, verified,
and detailed. CoStar’s online services help provide the asset transparency you need
for a winning edge.



Leads

You know what a time-saver it is to have the true
names of the buyers and sellers behind the legal
veils. CoStar researchers strive to get this valuable
contact information. With CoStar, it’s easy to identi-
fy these dealmakers and export information into
the applications you prefer, like Excel. 

Demographics

CoStar enriches its building-by-building research
with respected third-party demographic informa-
tion. With a single mouse click, you can display
property-level demographics that include local
household income, population, employment, hous-
ing values, and other data points that help support
decision-making. 

Dealmakers

CoStar provides an assortment of helpful search
tools, including one that identifies dealmakers.
Who are the market’s top players? Who should
you be talking to? Search by broker type, compa-
ny, geography, transactions, transaction values,
and other high-value criteria.
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Your decisions deserve every
advantage. That’s why CoStar
offers you one of the best:
Comprehensive, independent
building-by-building commer-
cial property insight that goes
far beyond the partial, second-
hand or unresearched informa-
tion others offer.

Even market reports based on
limited information may offer a
useful view of general trends,
similar to an equity index. But
precise enough for property or
portfolio-level decision mak-
ing? Insightful enough for a
prudent lender and investor to
stake out a major financial
position? 

Superior Superior Research,             



Your decisions deserve 
every advantage. 

That’s why CoStar offers you
one of the best:
Comprehensive, independent
building-by-building commercial
property insight that goes far
beyond the partial, second-
hand or unresearched informa-
tion others offer.

Market reports based on limited
information may offer a useful
view of general trends, similar
to an equity index. But precise
enough for property or portfo-
lio-level decision making?
Insightful enough for a prudent
lender and investor to stake out
a major financial position? 

Unlikely. Without researched,
verified information that strives
to cover all commercial proper-
ties, such forecasts may be
flawed. Are future deliveries
included? Sublets? Changing
demographics? Trends in sales
comparables? How does a truly
representative peer group com-
pare? What’s the likely recovery
value for an under-performing
asset?

To abate risk and improve out-
comes, CoStar employs nearly
1,000 highly-trained research
professionals to grid canvass
major U.S. markets using: 

■ Field Researchers who
photograph properties, identify
space and for-sale listings, mon-
itor new construction, among
other local market activities
using an assortment of
advanced research technolo-
gies, and low-emission hybrid
research vehicles.

■ Analytic Researchers who
proactively interview brokers,
owners, property managers,
and others, verify transaction
details, research property
details such as vacancy, sublets,
lease expirations, building age,
size, transaction history, true
owner, cap rate, and absorption.

This rigorous national research
approach is unique to the 
commercial real estate industry.
The exceptional breadth and
depth of CoStar information
helps commercial property 
professionals close more deals
and invest with confidence. 

To learn more about how we can assist you, visit us at www.costarpro.com
Have a project you’re working on? Put us to the test.  Call 1.800.811.4798. Or email costarpro@costar.com. 

We’re happy to demonstrate our services without cost or obligation.

Results

No one invests more in commercial real estate information
gathering, verification, and management than CoStar. 

Why this unmatched commitment to research 
excellence? Because you and your 

clients count on …

Experience the Benefits for Yourself.



CoStar Group... America’s #1
Commercial Real Estate Information Company 

Twenty years ago CoStar Group, Inc. (NASDAQ: CSGP) revolutionized the commercial
real estate industry with a simple yet powerful idea: Create the most thoroughly

researched, unbiased source of commercial property information anywhere.

Today, CoStar is the #1 commercial real estate information company in the U.S. and
U.K. Our proprietary database covers more than two million properties and more

than 38 billion square feet of inventory in all commercial property types and classes.
CoStar’s research organization includes nearly 1,000 field and analytic research 

professionals supported by patented research technology.

www.costarpro.com
800.811.4798  .  301.771.2133

costarpro@costar.com

2 Bethesda Metro Center
Bethesda, MD 20814 USA

© 2007 CoStar Realty Information, Inc.

Printed on Recycled Paper


